[Congenital metabolic diseases as a cause of acute illnesses in the neonatal period].
Inborn errors of metabolism occurring in the neonatal period both comprise diseases with clinical onset immediately after birth and diseases with clinical onset after a symptom free interval. Organ damage caused by inherited metabolic diseases can occur already in utero or--depending on oral food intake--during the first postnatal days. Unselective screening methods are applied in neonatal mass screening programs for the early detection of metabolic diseases. In cases of unspecific clinical symptoms selective screening procedures may provide an effective diagnostic tool. If a patient with suspected metabolic disease dies, body fluids and organ biopsies should be preserved for further investigations. The establishment of a genotypspecific (enzyme) diagnosis needs time and cost consuming biochemical procedures. It is a prior condition for prenatal diagnosis in further pregnancies.